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This  theory  focuses  primarily  on  the  earth- moon 
system  in  a  50  year  time  frame. .  .it  does  not  preclude 
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Thomas  Friedman:  Globalization  is  “the  overarching  international  system 
shaping  the  domestic  politics  and  foreign  relations  of  virtually  every 

country” 


Robert  Reich:  “Technology  and  globalization  are  often  discussed  as 
separate  trends ,  but  they  are  becoming  one  and  the  same.” 
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“What  will  be  remembered  about  our  lifetime  one 
thousand  years  from  today?  They  will  look  at  our  society 
as  primitive  and  stupid  and  ignorant.  But  one  thing 
they  will  remember  is  that  we  are  the  first  society 
in  human  history  to  create  wealth  beyond  our 
planet.  I  believe  the  next  generation  or  two  will  see 
enormous  increases  in  human  activities  in  space. 
Combined  with  other  changes,  you  will  have  a  Fourth 
Wave  society. " 
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Since,  in  the  long  run,  every  planetary  society  will  be 
endangered  by)  impacts  from  space,  every  surviving 
civilization  is  obliged  to  become  spacefaring — not 
because  of  exploratory  or  romantic  zeal,  but  for  the 
most  practical  reason  imaginable:  staying  alive. 
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